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S&P Dow Jones Indices Launches Biodiversity-
Focused Benchmarks   
NEW YORK, February 27, 2024: S&P Dow Jones Indices, the world’s leading index provider, today 
announced the launch of the S&P Biodiversity Indices, adding to the range of sustainability-oriented 
performance benchmarking tools it offers to asset managers and other financial institutions. 

The two nascent indices, the S&P 500 Biodiversity Index and S&P Global LargeMidCap Biodiversity 
Index, measure the performance of a subset of equity securities from the S&P 500 and S&P Global 
LargeMidCap indices. To develop the biodiversity-focused versions of these underlying equity market 
benchmarks, S&P 500 and S&P Global LargeMidCap index constituents are selected and weighted to 
reflect their alignment with certain environmental and biodiversity objectives. 

“S&P Dow Jones Indices’ approach to index design reflects a holistic view of the vast sustainability 
ecosystem and biodiversity is an important part of this equation,” said Jas Duhra, Global Head of 
Sustainability Indices at S&P DJI. “The S&P Biodiversity Indices are designed to help offer additional 
insights for our clients and market participants who are seeking to measure, analyze and better 
understand their investments’ impact on the natural world, and support their goals to create a more 
resilient and ecologically conscious investment landscape.” 

To inform the screening and selection of constituents for the S&P 500 Biodiversity and S&P Global 
LargeMidCap Biodiversity indices, S&P DJI utilized S&P Global Sustainable1’s Nature & Biodiversity Risk 
dataset, which assesses nature-related impacts and dependencies across a company's direct operations 
and can be applied at the asset, company and portfolio level. 

“S&P Global Sustainable1 research shows that 85 percent of the world’s largest companies have a 
significant dependency on nature and biodiversity,” said Steven Bullock, Global Head of Research 
and Methodology at S&P Global Sustainable1. “This makes access to nature- and biodiversity-focused 
data, insights, and analytics essential in the support of market participants understanding, managing, and 
mitigating exposure of nature-related risks and impacts.” 

The S&P Biodiversity Indices offer market participants a unique performance benchmarking solution that 
integrates biodiversity, the United Nations (UN) Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and carbon 
datasets to align with the targets defined by the UN’s Biodiversity Conference (COP15). As such, index 
constituents are selected and weighted to reflect a collective reduction of the ecosystem impact intensity, 
limit the proportion of ecosystem impact to significant land, alignment with specific UN SDGs, and a 
reduction in the carbon footprint relative to the constituents in the underlying-parent indices. 

For more information about S&P Dow Jones Indices and the S&P Biodiversity Indices, please visit 
https://www.spglobal.com/spdji/en/. 

For more information on Nature & Biodiversity Risk, please refer here. 

https://www.spglobal.com/spdji/en/
https://www.marketplace.spglobal.com/en/datasets/nature-biodiversity-risk-(1683747812)
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ABOUT S&P DOW JONES INDICES 

S&P Dow Jones Indices is the largest global resource for essential index-based concepts, data and research, and 
home to iconic financial market indicators, such as the S&P 500® and the Dow Jones Industrial Average®. More 
assets are invested in products based on our indices than products based on indices from any other provider in 
the world. Since Charles Dow invented the first index in 1884, S&P DJI has been innovating and developing 
indices across the spectrum of asset classes helping to define the way investors measure and trade the markets. 

S&P Dow Jones Indices is a division of S&P Global (NYSE: SPGI), which provides essential intelligence for 
individuals, companies, and governments to make decisions with confidence. For more information, visit 
https://www.spglobal.com/spdji/en/. 

About S&P Global Sustainable1 

S&P Global Sustainable1 is the central source for sustainability intelligence from S&P Global. Sustainable1 
matches customers with the ESG products, insights and solutions from across S&P Global's divisions to help 
meet their unique needs. Our comprehensive coverage across global markets combined with in-depth ESG 
intelligence provides financial institutions, corporations and governments an unmatched level of clarity and 
confidence to successfully navigate the transition to a sustainable future. Our data and well-informed point of view 
on critical topics like energy transition, climate resilience, positive impact and sustainable finance allow us to go 
deep on the details that define the big picture so customers can make decisions with conviction. 

To learn more, please visit: www.spglobal.com/esg.  
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