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Frequently Asked Questions 
beS&PTM Index Solutions 

1. What is beS&P?  S&P Dow Jones Indices’ (S&P DJI) beS&P offering brings new, 

customer-driven index concepts to life. Leveraging our world-class index governance 

framework and unmatched indexing expertise, we work with customers to launch 

indices that comply with applicable regulatory standards and industry best practices 

while tapping into targeted, less standard exposures. Through beS&P, customers can 

provide input into an index methodology designed by S&P DJI. beS&P is a separate 

offering from S&P DJI’s custom index solutions. 

2. What types of customers might be interested in beS&P solutions?  The beS&P 

offering is capable of being used across a broad spectrum of customers. We see 

interest from customers seeking to apply their own sustainability requirements, 

particularly with regard to specific security-level exclusions based on their specific 

theme or objective. 

3. What is the customer’s role in beS&P indices?  Customers may have input into 

discrete aspects of the index methodology at the inception of the index and on an 

ongoing basis. Examples of these aspects can include defined screens, thresholds of 

exclusion and exclusion lists. Aspects under the customer’s control will be rules based 

and fully disclosed in the beS&P index methodology, including the name of the 

customer. Customers will need appropriate mechanisms in place to ensure the ongoing 

integrity of the index aspects under its control. 

4. How is S&P DJI involved in the development of beS&P indices?  Due to the 

bespoke nature of beS&P indices, there is no “one size fits all” approach to developing 

these indices. As such, the S&P DJI R&D Services and S&P DJI Index Governance 

teams are involved in designing all new beS&P indices to ensure they are robust and fit 

to meet the index objectives. 

5. What other roles does S&P DJI play in beS&P indices?  S&P DJI is the index 

sponsor and benchmark administrator of beS&P indices. 
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6. How are beS&P indices branded?  beS&P indices carry S&P DJI trademarks. 

Branding is differentiated from traditional S&P DJI indices through the use of the beS&P 

brand in the index name. Any customer discretion and/or determination of the index will 

be fully disclosed in the index methodology. The customer's name will be included in the 

index methodology in addition to a description of the customer’s role in providing input 

into the index construction and/or maintenance. If applicable, there may also be a link in 

the index methodology to a customer-owned website where the customer details the 

aspect of its methodology under its control, such as a securities exclusion list.  

7. What is the index governance process for beS&P indices?  An internal S&P DJI 

Index Committee governs each beS&P index. Index Committees comprise full-time 

professional members of S&P DJI staff. At each meeting, the Index Committee may 

review pending actions that may affect index constituents, statistics comparing the 

composition of the indices to the market, securities being considered as candidates for 

addition to an index and any significant market events. In addition, the Index Committee 

may revise index policies. 

8. How often are beS&P indices reviewed?  In addition to the daily maintenance and 

calculation of an index by S&P DJI’s index operations, each index methodology is 

reviewed at least once in any 12-month period by the Index Committee to ensure the 

indices continue to achieve the stated objectives and that the data and methodology 

remain effective. 

9. How are beS&P index methodology changes handled?  S&P DJI conducts 

consultations on proposals to make material changes to the index methodology. For 

index methodology aspects controlled by the customer, the customer will inform S&P 

DJI prior to making any significant changes together with the rationale, which is 

necessary for S&P DJI to assess the potential impact, if any, on the index. A significant 

change to the aspect of the index methodology under the control of a customer may 

require a consultation with index users. 

10. Will the index methodology of beS&P indices be publicly available?   

Index methodology availability will be subject to the beS&P index's intended use.  

Customers may request that the specific beS&P index methodology be posted on 

www.spglobal.com/spdji. 

11. How can I find out more information?  To learn more about working with S&P DJI to 

create beS&P indices, please contact index_services@spglobal.com. 
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General Disclaimer 
© 2024 S&P Dow Jones Indices. All rights reserved. S&P, S&P 500, SPX, SPY, The 500, US500 , US 30, S&P 100, S&P COMPOSITE 1500, 
S&P 400, S&P MIDCAP 400, S&P 600, S&P SMALLCAP 600, S&P GIVI, GLOBAL TITANS, DIVIDEND ARISTOCRATS, Select Sector, S&P 
MAESTRO, S&P PRISM, S&P STRIDE, GICS, SPIVA, SPDR, INDEXOLOGY, iTraxx, iBoxx, ABX, ADBI, CDX, CMBX, MBX, MCDX, 
PRIMEX, HHPI and SOVX are trademarks of S&P Global, Inc. (“S&P Global”) or its affiliates. DOW JONES, DJIA, THE DOW and DOW 
JONES INDUSTRIAL AVERAGE are trademarks of Dow Jones Trademark Holdings LLC (“Dow Jones”). These trademarks together with 
others have been licensed to S&P Dow Jones Indices LLC. Redistribution or reproduction in whole or in part are prohibited without written 
permission of S&P Dow Jones Indices LLC. This document does not constitute an offer of services in jurisdictions where S&P Dow Jones 
Indices LLC, S&P Global, Dow Jones or their respective affiliates (collectively “S&P Dow Jones Indices”) do not have the necessary licenses. 
Except for certain custom index calculation services, all information provided by S&P Dow Jones Indices is impersonal and not tailored to the 
needs of any person, entity or group of persons. S&P Dow Jones Indices receives compensation in connection with licensing its indices to 
third parties and providing custom calculation services. Past performance of an index is not an indication or guarantee of future results. 

It is not possible to invest directly in an index. Exposure to an asset class represented by an index may be available through investable 
instruments based on that index. S&P Dow Jones Indices does not sponsor, endorse, sell, promote or manage any investment fund or other 
investment vehicle that is offered by third parties and that seeks to provide an investment return based on the performance of any index. S&P 
Dow Jones Indices makes no assurance that investment products based on the index will accurately track index performance or provide 
positive investment returns. S&P Dow Jones Indices LLC is not an investment advisor, and S&P Dow Jones Indices makes no representation 
regarding the advisability of investing in any such investment fund or other investment vehicle. A decision to invest in any such investment 
fund or other investment vehicle should not be made in reliance on any of the statements set forth in this document.  S&P Dow Jones Indices 
is not an investment adviser, commodity trading advisor, commodity pool operator, broker dealer, fiduciary, promoter” (as defined in the 
Investment Company Act of 1940, as amended), “expert” as enumerated within 15 U.S.C. § 77k(a) or tax advisor.  Inclusion of a security, 
commodity, crypto currency or other asset within an index is not a recommendation by S&P Dow Jones Indices to buy, sell, or hold such 
security, commodity, crypto currency or other asset, nor is it considered to be investment advice or commodity trading advice.  

These materials have been prepared solely for informational purposes based upon information generally available to the public and from 
sources believed to be reliable. No content contained in these materials (including index data, ratings, credit-related analyses and data, 
research, valuations, model, software or other application or output therefrom) or any part thereof (“Content”) may be modified, reverse-
engineered, reproduced or distributed in any form or by any means, or stored in a database or retrieval system, without the prior written 
permission of S&P Dow Jones Indices. The Content shall not be used for any unlawful or unauthorized purposes. S&P Dow Jones Indices and 
its third-party data providers and licensors (collectively “S&P Dow Jones Indices Parties”) do not guarantee the accuracy, completeness, 
timeliness or availability of the Content. S&P Dow Jones Indices Parties are not responsible for any errors or omissions, regardless of the 
cause, for the results obtained from the use of the Content. THE CONTENT IS PROVIDED ON AN “AS IS” BASIS. S&P DOW JONES 
INDICES PARTIES DISCLAIM ANY AND ALL EXPRESS OR IMPLIED WARRANTIES, INCLUDING, BUT NOT LIMITED TO, ANY 
WARRANTIES OF MERCHANTABILITY OR FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE OR USE, FREEDOM FROM BUGS, SOFTWARE 
ERRORS OR DEFECTS, THAT THE CONTENT’S FUNCTIONING WILL BE UNINTERRUPTED OR THAT THE CONTENT WILL OPERATE 
WITH ANY SOFTWARE OR HARDWARE CONFIGURATION. In no event shall S&P Dow Jones Indices Parties be liable to any party for any 
direct, indirect, incidental, exemplary, compensatory, punitive, special or consequential damages, costs, expenses, legal fees, or losses 
(including, without limitation, lost income or lost profits and opportunity costs) in connection with any use of the Content even if advised of the 
possibility of such damages. 

S&P Global keeps certain activities of its various divisions and business units separate from each other in order to preserve the independence 
and objectivity of their respective activities. As a result, certain divisions and business units of S&P Global may have information that is not 
available to other business units. S&P Global has established policies and procedures to maintain the confidentiality of certain non-public 
information received in connection with each analytical process. 

In addition, S&P Dow Jones Indices provides a wide range of services to, or relating to, many organizations, including issuers of securities, 
investment advisers, broker-dealers, investment banks, other financial institutions and financial intermediaries, and accordingly may receive 
fees or other economic benefits from those organizations, including organizations whose securities or services they may recommend, rate, 
include in model portfolios, evaluate or otherwise address. 

beS&P is a trademark of S&P Global or its affiliates. 


